WORLD CULTURES COURSE SYLLABUS

http://ewamsspanish.weebly.com
Teacher:
Mrs. Stephanie Mondragón  


Email: 
smondragon@eastwakeacademy.org









Phone: (919) 404 - 0444

Extra help: 
The best time to get extra help is during lunch or after school.  Please schedule a time

with me at least two days in advance.

Materials:    
✏ A 3 ring binder & 10 dividers  


✏ Sheet protectors (Optional, but
✏ Notebook paper & Pen &/or pencil

    highly recommended.)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course students will take a virtual 80 days around the world trip!  We will begin our journey by learning more about what the word “culture” means.  Then we will learn about and explore our own culture(s) and then vote on our “trip destinations” during the first week of class.  After that, we will take a few days to explore each of the cultures of the destinations that students voted on for the remainder of the course.  Additionally, we will examine an aspect of culture (education, food, religion, etc.) and how it differs worldwide each week.  We will be using material from the UNC Carolina Navigators programs, to bring pictures, cultural artifacts, videos, and even possibly guest speakers to class to help students truly get a feel for the cultures that we are exploring.  Throughout the course students will compare and contrast their own culture with the cultures of others in the world and we will discuss ways to communicate with and respect people from other cultures.  Students will be receiving “Visas” and will get stamps in their Visas as they complete and turn in their “Culture Profiles” (notes about each culture that we learn about.  I am really excited about this adventure and sharing it with each of my students!
Our Tentative Trip Itinerary (may vary)

	Dates
	Continent/Region
	Countries/Cultures

	Weeks 1, 2
	North America
	US, Canada, Mexico

	Weeks 3-4
	Australia & Pacific Isles 
	

	Weeks 5-7
	Asia
	

	Week 8-9
	Middle East
	

	Weeks 10-12
	Europe
	

	Weeks 13-16
	Africa
	

	Weeks 17-18
	South America
	


EXPECTATIONS – Go for the Goal!
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In this class, we are in it to win it!  A point system will be used to reinforce expectations and a silent carding procedure (soccer theme - explained below) will be used to refocus students when needed.
Policies of Class:
Expectations in Class:
1. RESPECT – each other, the school property, yourself, and our opportunity to learn.
2. PARTICIPATE – 100% all the time!  (We will have brain breaks!)
3. Look at me (or whomever has my permission to speak.)
   Involve yourself in the lesson/activity.
   Show me when you do not understand.  (Use our hand signal!)
   Tune back in if your mind wanders.  (We’re human, it’s okay.)
   Explorer mindset (Be open and willing to examine diverse perspectives.)
   No talking over me or while someone else has my permission to speak.
Positive Reinforcement:
Students will engage in a healthy competition with the teacher daily.  Points will be 
awarded to ‘Team Students’ for positive participation in class and to ‘Team Teacher’ 

when students deviate from expectations.  We will celebrate classes that have 

winning streaks each Friday! 
Refocus Strategies:

1. Warning Look - Teacher will get the students’ attention with a look or by touching their desk.
2. Yellow Card - Students will receive a yellow card from teacher as a non-verbal refocus strategy.
3. Red Card - Students that fail to refocus after a warning and yellow card, during the same class session, will receive a Red Card.  Students that receive a red card will earn lunch detention and must stay after class to pick up their lunch detention slip.  Parents will be contacted via e-mail.
Seating Policy
You will be assigned a new seat once or twice per quarter.  Your tablemates are your study buddies.  If you are absent, check the class calendar & work folders and then get notes from your tablemates.  Check each other’s work when appropriate.  You are a team, and your goal is to help each other meet the class standards!
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Tardy Policy
We greet each other at the door before beginning class together.  If you are late, I am standing in the hall waiting for you and your classmates are waiting for me.  Just come on time because I am ready to see you!:-)  ‘Team Students’ will score a point each time everyone is seating and working on the appropriate assignment when the bell rings!!

Bathroom & Water Policy

Students are expected to come to class prepared and take care of “business” before class.  However, I will allow students to leave class for emergencies.  Students must receive my  permission BEFORE leaving the classroom during class.  ‘Team Teacher’ will get a point each time a member of ‘Team Students’ chooses to leave the game though!
Entering the Room
[image: image4.wmf]These things should all be done before the bell rings:

1. Take out your class binder.

2. Borrow a pencil and paper, if needed.

3. Sit down at your seat.
4. Begin working silently on your Warm-up/Journal.
Transition Signals
Throughout the year, I will use several call-and-response exchanges to get your attention.  I will say one thing, the whole class will say something else in response, and then everyone will be quiet with their eyes on me, ready for my instructions.
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Leaving the Room
1. Wait for Mrs. Mondragón’s signal (Do not begin to pack up before I tell you!)

2. Return borrowed materials, if applicable

3. Clear your table and floor

4. Push in your chair
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Academic Integrity is being honest and responsible with regard to your schoolwork. Most basically, it means that your work is your work, and anything that you have found somewhere else is credited to its source. Students will receive a non-negotiable “0” on any assignment in which academic integrity has been breached. 

· You may not copy another student’s work or allow someone to copy your work

· You may not use online translators to write sentences or essays

· You must cite any website, book, article, etc. from which you gather information.

Class Assignments & Evaluation
Grading:

The grading scale is the following:



Classwork: 25%  (Journal entries, Culture Profiles, etc.)



Projects: 50%    (Varying topics that will include research and presentation)
Quizzes: 20%      (Regional quizzes based on the culture profiles.)
Citizenship 5%  (Participation, quality of responses, mini-assignments, etc.)
All grading will be done using Powerschool.  
Due Dates: 

All assignments are expected to be turned in on the date that they are due.  I will deduct 5 points for every day that an assignment is late, up to one week past the due date*.  If a student is absent on the day that an assignment is due, they are expected to turn it in the day that they return or points will be deducted.  I will try to give students at least three days notice before giving a quiz and all projects will be assigned at least a week before the due date.  All assignments and due dates will be posted on the website weekly.
*I also have a “due date” for grades to be entered into PowerSchool and therefore am not able to take any late work during the final week of classes.  If you are absent during the last two weeks of the quarter, please find a way to get work that is due turned in to me so that I do not have to give you a zero!*
Class Website:

I encourage you to use the class website for an overview of the middle school Spanish and World Cultures program.  The syllabus and an updated class wish list( will be posted on the website at all times.  I will update our class website weekly so that parents and students can review upcoming due dates and the region & cultures that we are studying that week.  The class website can be accessed at:




http://ewamsspanish.weebly.com

Please click on the “More” link and then choose “World Cultures”.
Pictures and Videos

I may record our class sessions and post online occasionally so that parents can see what class is like and so that students that are absent have the opportunity to see what they missed while they were out.  I may also occasionally take pictures of students and/or student work.  PLEASE let me know if you do not wish for your child and/or your child’s work to be recorded and posted online.  I will gladly seat students strategically so that your child does not appear in any videos or pictures, if that is your preference.
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Absence Policy


We miss you when you are gone, but class does still go on!  It is your responsibility to make up the learning that you have missed. Check with the website, your neighbor, and myself on your first day back to see what work needs to be made up.  Work that was already assigned and due while you were out is expected to be turned in the day that you return!  You will be granted five days to make up any work that was done in class while you were absent.
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